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MUSIC   LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION 
NEW   ENGLAND   CHAPTER 


Newsletter  No.    40  pifh,  December,    1978 


REPORT   ON   THE   FALL   MEETING 

The   fall   meeting   of   the   Music   Library   Association,    New  England   Chapter, 
was   held  October   28,    1978,    at   Hartford  Public   Library.      Attending  were: 

Ivy  Anderson,  Brandeis  University;  Mary  Ankudowich,  Smith  College;  Mary 
Ashby,  West  Hartford;  Ruth  Bleecker,  Boston  Public  Library;  Dorothy  Bognar, 
University  of  Connecticut;   Jean  Bousquet,  Berkshire  Athenaeum;  Patricia 
Bunker,  Connecticut  State  Library;  Kathryn  Burnett,  Smith  College;  Julia 
Crawford,  Connecticut  State  Library;   Robert  Cunningham,   Smith  College; 
James  Estrada,   Connecticut  State  Library;   Sally  Evans,  Amherst  College; 
Patricia  Fisken,  Dartmouth  College;  Edith  Godel,  Western  Connecticut  State 
College;  Reina  Hart,  University  of  New  Hampshire;  Dena  Janson,  Rhode  Island 
College;  Margaretta  Keith,   Lenox  Library  Association,  MA;  Daniel  Lombardo, 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  MA;  Robert  Loud,  Hudson  Public  Library,  MA; 
Gertrude  Martin,  Wheaton  College;  Vernon  Martin,  Hartford  Public  Library; 
Paula  Matthews,  Bates  College;  Kathleen  Moretto,  New  Haven;  Cynthia  Pawlek, 
Dartmouth  College;  Linda  Paynton,  Wheaton  College;  Ruth  Raynor,  Hartford 
Public  Library;   Sylvia  St.   Amand,   Springfield  City  Library;   Joseph  Scott, 
University  of  Connecticut;  Philip  Youngholm,  Connecticut  College;  Stephen 
Yusko,  Boston  Public  Library. 

Following  a  greeting  by  Vernon  Martin,  Fine  Arts  Librarian  at  Hart- 
ford Public  Library  and  host  for  the  day,  the  business  meeting  was  called 
to  order  at  10:15  by  Chairperson  Joseph  Scott.  Copies  of  the  existing 
Chapter  by-laws,  and  of  the  proposed  changes  to  the  by-laws,  were  distri- 
buted. These  will  be  discussed  at  the  spring  meeting.  (Paid  members  who 
did  not  attend  the  Hartford  meeting  will  receive  these  materials  with  the 
Newsletter   that    announces   the   spring  meeting. ) 

Committee   chairpersons  were   introduced  and  made  brief   statements   re- 
garding  their   ideas   and  plans.      Time  was   given   over   during   the  proceed- 
ings  so   that    those  wishing   to   serve   on   particular   committees    could  make 
their   interests   known.      Chairpersons   are: 

Continuing  Education   Committee   -   Sally   Evans,    Amherst   College 
Membership   Committee   -   Dena   Janson,    Rhode    Island   College 
Program  Committee   -   Philip   Youngholm,    Connecticut    College 
Publications   Committee   -   Dorothy   Bognar,    University   of   Connecticut 

The  morning   session    featured   a   talk  by   Mr.    Joseph   Soifer,    a  music 
educator,    pianist,    alumnus   of   Hartt   College   and   the    first    alumni   trustee 
of   that    institution.      Mr.    Soifer 's   presentation,    "Musical   Life   in  Hartford 
During  My   Lifetime,"    surveyed   the   past    70   years   of   cultural    landmarks    in 
that    city.      The   opening   of   Bushnell   Memorial   Hall    and  of  Hartt    School   of 
Music,    visits   by   concert    artists,    the   Hartford  Choir   concerts,    the   Kellogg 
Concert    Series,    performances   of   the   Hartford  Philharmonic,    were  but    a   few 
of   the   events   highlighted   in   Mr.    Soifer's    fond   reminiscence. 
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Two  of  the  afternoon  sessions  were  devoted  to  the  planning  and  administer- 
ing of  cultural  programs  within  the  library  setting.  Jean  Bousquet  described  the 
activities  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum,  where  within  a  relatively  short  period  of 
time,  an  extremely  active  schedule  of  programs  has  developed.  Drawing  upon  indi- 
viduals and  groups  of  the  Berkshire  area,  the  programs  were  at  first  directed  toward 
the  elderly  as  part  of  an  outreach  commitment,  but  later  were  expanded  for  the  general 
public.  Ms.  Bousquet  offered  many  suggestions  to  those  who  might  wish  to  undertake 
similar  projects  . . . 

-  When  applying  for  funds,  prepare  alternative  proposals  to  present  to 
the  funding  agency. 

-  Work  with  your  Friends  of  the  Library  Group;  Ms.  Bousquet  has  found 
their  support  and  assistance  of  inestimable  value. 

-  Set  your  standards  of  performance  and  maintain  them.  Be  selective. 

-  Pay  honoraria  to  performers. 

-  Make  available  from  the  library  collection,  materials  related  to  the 
various  program  topics. 

-  Keep  a  notebook  of  exhibits  and  programs,  including  resume,  publicity, 
reviews,  photographic  essays. 

-  If  arranging  traveling  programs,  keep  a  detailed  schedule.  Even  per- 
formers may  forget  when  or  where  they  are  slated  to  appear. 

-  Insure  exhibits  and  inform  exhibitors  of  the  limitations  of  the  policy. 

-  Establish  guidelines  regarding  what  to  exhibit  and  where  and  how  it 
should  be  exhibited. 

-  Provide  a  variety  of  programs;  the  Athenaeum  program  schedule  for 
1978/79,  distributed  at  the  meeting,  reflects  the  "something  for  every- 
one" principle. 

Ms.  Bousquet 's  experience  has  demonstrated  to  her  that  the  performance/exhibit 
activity  of  the  Athenaeum  has  not  only  enriched  the  life  of  the  area,  but  also  has 
strengthened  the  library/coirmunity  relationship. 


Susan  Holmes,  Co-Manager  of  the  New  England  String  Quartet,  spoke  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  those  who  sponsor  performances,  and  of  the  assistance  one  can  ex- 
pect from  an  arts  manager.  Her  advice  included  the  following  . . . 

-  If  possible,  plan  to  hear  a  performer  before  sponsoring  him  so  that  you 
will  know  what  to  expect.  Complimentary  tickets  may  be  available  for  this. 

-  Make  use  of  church,  business  or  special  interest  newsletters  (as  well  as 
the  more  corrmon  media)  for  performance  notices. 

-  The  manager  should  help  you  by  sending  copies  of  programs,  contracts  and 
press  releases. 

-  While  a  contract  is  never  iron-clad,  one  should  try  to  specify  everything, 
including  when  posters  are  to  be  delivered,  and  exclusivity,  the  assurance 
that  an  artist  will  not  be  performing  in  the  area  within  a  certain  period 
of  time. 

-  Convey  your  enthusiasm  to  a  performer  and  you  will  draw  from  him  his  best 
performance . 

Ms.  Holmes  recommended  the  book,  Presenting  Performances  by  Thomas  Wolf,  as 
an  excellent  handbook  on  the  subject.   (This  is  available  from  the  New  England 
Foundation  for  the  Arts,  8  Francis  Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  02138,  at  $2.95  per  copy.) 
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Vernon  Martin  briefly  described  the  Hartford  Public  Library 
Cultural  Series  which  continues  in  spite  of  having  no  budget.   This 
is  accomplished  by  making  use  of  grant  opportunities  and  matching 
fund  arrangements,  and  by  drawing  upon  the  students,  young  professionals, 
and  talented  amateurs  of  the  area  who  benefit  from  performing  experience 
and  exposure. 

Robert  J.  Lurtsema,  host  of  Morning  Pro  Musica  on  WGBH,  answered 
a  variety  of  questions  about  his  program  and  public  radio.   Program 
planning,  development  of  the  Live  Performance  Series,  funding  sources 
for  public  radio  and  the  organization,  size,  and  access  problems  of 
the  WGBH  record  collection  were  among  the  topics  he  discussed. 

Foundry  Music  Company  of  New  Haven  provided  an  exhibit  of  some 
of  their  materials,  and  hosted  the  sherry  hour  that  closed  the  day's 
activities. 

COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Membership  Committee : 

The  Membership  Committee  is  hoping  to  expand  Chapter  membership  by 
contacting  libraries  that  are  not  currently  represented  by  our  members. 
We  are  compiling  a  list  of  public  and  academic  libraries  that  might 
have  an  interest  in  music  librarianship ,  and  plan  to  send  them  inform- 
ation about  the  Chapter  and  what  it  does. 

We  are  also  considering  contacting  members  of  MLA  and  the  NELINET 
Music  Users  Group  who  are  not  members  of  the  Chapter. 

Dena  Janson 
Chairperson 


Publications  Committee : 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Publications  Committee  was  held  during 
the  NEMLA  fall  business  meeting  at  the  Hartford  Public  Library,  Oct. 
28,  1978.   In  attendance  were:   Ivy  Anderson  (Brandeis),  Dorothy  Bognar 
(UConn),  Kathryn  Burnett  (Smith),  Robert  Cunningham  (Smith),  Vernon 
Martin  (Hartford  Public),  and  Cynthia  Pawlek  (Dartmouth).   Discussion 
centered  on  the  following  possible  projects,  for  which  preliminary  in- 
vestigations are  still  underway: 

1.  Involvement  in  upgrading  the  NEMLA  Newsletter  to  include  more 
items  of  interest  to  the  membership; 

2.  Publication  of  a  Chapter  brochure,  possibly  to  distribute  at 
the  April  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Library  Association; 

3.  Preparation  of  an  index  to  the  (National)  MLA  Newsletter; 

4.  A  new  edition  of  the  NEMLA  Directory,  possibly  utilizing  an 
automated  format ;  and 

5.  Preparation  of  a  poster  on  record  care  and  handling  for  distri- 
bution to  the  membership. 
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Any  of  these  projects  which  are  found  to  be  desirable  and  feasible 
must  first  be  approved  by  the  National  Publications  Committee  before 
work  is  undertaken  to  ready  and  complete  them.   At  present  there  is 
$169.  in  the  treasury  to  apply  to  future  publications  of  the  chapter, 

Dorothy  Bognar 

Chairperson,  NEMLA  Publications 
Committee 
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MUSIC   COLLECTION   NOTES 

Greer  Music  Library  (Connecticut  College)  has  received  gifts  of  two  substantial 
collections  of  recordings.     The  first,  named  the  Richard  C.   Shelley  Collection  after 
its  donor,   consists  of  approximately  2800  long-playing  discs  of  jazz,  blues,   and 
gospel  music.     Somewhat  more  than  half  the  discs  are  monaural,   and  many  are  imported 
pressings.     The  recordings  cover  the  entire  history  of  jazz,   from  the  beginnings 
through  the  1960's. 

The  other  collection,  named  the  John  H.  Miliar  Collection,   came  to  the  library 
from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Hilliar.      It  numbers  approximately  1900  discs,   of  which  about 
two- thirds  are  operas  or  opera  excerpts.     There  are  400  complete  or  nearly  complete 
recordings  of  operas,  operettas,  and  zarzuelas,  along  with  ballets,  vocal  recitals, 
and  other  instrumental  and  vocal  music.     A  few  statistics  will  give  an  idea  of  the 
depth  and  range  of  the  collection:     among  54  recordings  of  Verdi  operas  there  are 
six  versions  of  I_l  trovatore ,  seven  of  Aida,  eight  each  of  Rigoletto  and  La.  traviata, 
along  with  recordings  of  such  lesser-known  works  as  Un  giorno  di  regno  and  La  battaglia 
di  Legnano.     The  collection  is  rich  in  English,  French,  German,   and  Spanish  operetta, 
and  in  Russian  opera  (twelve  recordings  of  nine  operas  by  Tchaikovsky,  for  instance). 

Complete  cataloging  is  years  away  for  both  collections,  but  we  have  brief  main- 
entry  cataloging  completed  for  the  Hilliar  Collection,  and  a  performer  index  is  half- 
completed  for  the  Shelley  Collection.  We  hope  to  follow  this  with  a  title  index  to 
the  Shelley  Collection. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Those   interested  in   serving  on   any  of   the  Chapter   committees   are  urged 
to   contact   the   chairperson. 

There   is  still   time   to   return   the  questionnaire   distributed  with  News- 
letter #38.      Results  will  be   compiled  and  distributed   in  the  mailing 
prior   to   the   spring  meeting. 

An   NEMLA  member   has   requested   information    about    a   concern   of   hers.      How 
many   professional   music    librarians  work   night    and  week-end  hours?     Please 
send   your   response   to   Joseph   Scott    at    the  University   of   Connecticut,    who 
will   see  that   the   replies   are   forwarded. 
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